
October 2020 Thunder events 

 

Overview 

 

This was an unusually wet month.  The prolonged rainfall of the first four days was a big 

contributor to the high monthly totals. However, very unsettled weather continued during 

most of October, indeed a very large number of ‘rain days’ was another conspicuous feature 

of the month. Despite the disturbed weather, thunder was not a major feature with most of the 

significant activity coming in the period 24
th

 to 28th when deep Atlantic depressions allowed 

a long ‘fetch’ of unstable returning maritime polar air to blow across these islands. Large 

areas, especially over central and eastern Scotland and northern England, did not experience 

thunder. However, one ‘thunder day’ was recorded quite widely near southern and western 

coasts (especially Wales) and also across the south Midlands, East Anglia and areas to the 

south and west of London. Only very isolated spots (e.g. near Irish Sea coasts) recorded more 

than one day.  

 

1
st
: The UK and Ireland were within a slack area of low pressure; nevertheless, many places 

had a quiet and bright day between a frontal system which had cleared into the North Sea 

around daybreak and a new, developing depression to the southwest. During the middle 

period of the day, a cluster of heavy showers affected the Bristol Channel area with scattered 

sferics indicating thunder near coasts of south and southwest Wales and north Devon. 

 

6
th

: A low complex still covered the North Sea and northern UK on the 6
th

 with an occlusion 

followed by showery troughs crossing England and Wales in a brisk WNW airstream. It was 

generally rather cold and showery. Some of the showers were heavy, and there was thunder 

in the afternoon over parts of the north and east Midlands and East Anglia. A funnel cloud 

was observed to the southwest of Clacton-on-Sea, Essex. 

 

9
th

: Low pressure pesisted across the Norwegian Sea and, as another small depression moved 

east close to northern Scotland, winds turned more northwesterly behind another cold front, 

maintaining a showery regime. There was some thunder in the Morecambe Bay area and 

isolated thunder over the north Midlands in the late afternoon. A few sferics also indicated 

the odd electrical discharge in showers over southeast Ireland and around some of the inner 

Hebridean islands. 

 

10
th

: The northwesterly airstream persisted with a major upper trough over the North Sea. It 

was chilly with showery outbreaks of rain over most of the country; there was isolated 

thunder in eastern England, especially East Suffolk . 

 

14
th

: A depression over the North Sea and associated 500 hPa upper vortex sank south (on the 

13
th

), leaving a showery northeasterly airstream across England. Sferics indicated very 

isolated thunder around the Sussex coast. 

 

24
th

: A very disturbed weather pattern was maintained as a deep depression became slow 

moving between Iceland and Scotland  before crossing northern Scotland as a filling feature 

on 25
th

-26
th

. Rain, with some heavy and squally outbreaks,  spread slowly eastwards across 

the UK on the 24th, with rather brighter weather following to much of Scotland. However, 

increasingly frequent showers affected western Scotland with scattered thunder across the 

Western Isles, especially in the evening. There was also very isolated thunder late in the day 

near coasts of the northern Irish Sea and (towards midnight) the west coast of Ireland.  



 

25
th

: It was a generally showery day, with occasional pulses of thundery activity. There was 

some thunder near the coasts of south and west Wales and Cumbria in the hours around 

daybreak. Large areas of showers  drifted northeast over southeast England, especially during 

the morning. Thunder affected areas around the Isle of Wight and southwest London/east 

Surrey between 0600 and 0800 UTC.  During the early afternoon, another cluster of heavy 

showers developed over southeast Wales and tracked east-northeast, producing thunder and 

intense hail in south Herefordshire, where the ground was covered with hail at Ross-on-Wye. 

 

26
th

: This was another showery day, especially in the north and east. One shower ‘train’ 

produced quite a lively outbreak of thunder along the north Norfolk coast around mid 

afternoon.  

 

27
th

: The next depression, which slowed down in the Atlantic south of Iceland on the 27th, 

was even deeper than its predecessor, reaching 941 hPa. Fronts pushed rain east across the 

UK followed, during the afternoon and evening, by showers, with isolated thunder in the 

southwest of England and west Wales. A Radio Tower at Bristol (Lulsgate) airport was 

struck by lightning causing an incoming Easyjet fight to be diverted to Birmingham. Hail at 

least 20mm across fell near Machynlleth, Powys. Thunder also accompanied showers near 

some south and west coasts of Ireland, especially in the Galway Bay area. 

 

28
th

: A brisk , unstable southwesterly (returning maritime polar) airstream covered the UK 

and Ireland. There were sunny intervals, but generally it was fairly cloudy and showery. 

Some of the showers were heavy, and there was thunder and hail in parts of the south. About 

0700 UTC, lightning struck a house in Tumble, Carmarthenshire, damaging the roof. The 

most notable storm cluster tracked across (broadly) the south Midlands during the middle of 

the day. Hailstones up to 25-30mm in diameter fell in the Cirencester area, puncturing PVC 

roofing. Other Cotswold towns and villages like Dursley and Fairford reported appreciable 

accumulations of hail. The associated squall produced gusts locally over 50 kn which brought 

down some trees in Gloucestershire and Oxfordshire. This storm cluster was quite electrically 

active on a swath from Monmouthshire right across to Oxfordshire, with more scattered 

discharges continuing as far east as Hertfordshire. There was also thunder on the Channel 

Islands during the morning. 

 
These reports are based on observations and sferics with 
supportive evidence from  radar. Sincere thanks are due to members of COL and TORRO for observations, and 
to the Met Office/Net Weather for radar and sferics data. 
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